Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000500170010-7 ,

/-
S
4

/

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This Document contains information affecting the Na-

tional Defenso of the United States, within the mean-

ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as
ded. Its ission or ofits

INFORMATION REPORT to or by an rized person is p & .

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET/CONTROL e U,§. QFFICIALS ONLY

SECURITY INFORMATION
COUNTRY Bast Germany REPORT ¥ 25X1
SUBJECT The Current Purge DATE DISTR, 35 March 1953
NO. OF PAGES 8 {
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
This is UNEVALUATED Information|
THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)
25X1

1. The Soviet authorities are now oonducting at least four different investigat=-
lons in Bast Germany which, doordinated, as they mey be, at the high-level,
are being carried out by different branches of the atate and party epparatuies.
The four known sffairs are:

i . 8. The arrest of the Foreign Minister of the Deutsohe Demokratische Republik
: (DDR), Georg Dertinger,

be The arrest and investigation of Minister of Supply, Karl Hamenn, accused
of mismanagement . . .

¢o The arrest snd forthooming trial of Paul Merker, former member of the
Politblro of the SED, ' )

de The pending case of Gerhard Eisler.

2 The first two affairs (Dertinger and Hamamm) have little connection with the
party purge,. There are a number of party officials involved in both of them,
but in the main this is a coineldence, Hsmenn has been arrested as a scape-
goat becamse of the gemeral discontent with the supply situation in Bast
Germany. This is an ordinary technique with the régime, whose chiefs are
hold responsible whenever dissatisfaction in the lower renks reaches & palp-
eble level, There is & great deal of mismanegemont in both the administration
and the industriel production, and this roshuffling of the administrative
personnel might well have taken place independently of the other investigations.
It will be carried on indép'endently, by the competént control department.

The Hamenn affair, therefore, is only a thermometer for measuring the popular
unrest in Bast Germany, but has no other political implications,

3. The Georg Dertinger affair is anocther separate case, although characteristic
of Soviet methods. Dertinger had been encouraged by high Boviet officials,
inoluding Molotov, o keep open his channels to West Germany. He had been
considered by many West Ggrmen neutralists as a man who might play an important
role if some form of codperation between the West and Bast German govermments
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is an attempt to transform the latent snti-Semitism of the Germans into furious
anti-Americanism, Merker, who has been loudly denounced as a Trotskyite, belongs
to a group of "Zhdanovites" among the European Communists, who believed for &
time that the Buropean Communist Parties and rdgimes would assure fof themselves
&8 greater degree of independence from Moscow. MerXer was also openly tied ‘o

‘Tito, and it is expected that at his trial a European conspiracy ageinst Moscow will pe

presented . to the public, involving the Yugoslav Tito, the Bulgar Kostov, the
Hungarian Rejk, the Pole Gomulka, the Frenclman Marty, and finally, some Germsn
and’ anﬁi-stalinist Russian Communistse 7

The Gerhart Eisler case is still pending. He has not been connected with Paul

Merker as yet. Eisler and Merker did not work together during their sojourn

on the American continent; on the contrary, almost open hostility existed between
Bisler in New York City and Merker in Mexico City. Eisler does not belong to the ,(
Zhdanovite Cominformists, and still has some protection from Malenkov. His oase

1s 2 1limited German affair because Ulbricht wants him eliminated and has tried to
bring this about several times, so far without suodess. It is still quite

possible that Eisler will only sink to the second ramk for & time but will

survive the Merker purge.
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could be worked out., His arrest has pesrturbed many neutralists in Wost

Goermany who have been in contact with the DDR authorities in an effort

to achieve unification of Germany. These Epstern-oriented neutralists now

view Dertinger's arrest as an alerm signale They realize thet the opportune
moment for e four-power parley has passed, and that the Russians are olosing

the door to any compromise accepteble to the neutralists. Dertinger had

not expected his arrest. He believed he had high enough protection in

Moscow and made little effort to hide from the publie his conbaots with the
Wosts Dertinger was indeed encouraged by high-ranking Russians in Berlin ;
who were working seriously to bring about a compromise on the reunificatiocn ‘\
of Gormany. The arrest of Dertinger is a possible preliminary to action

ageinst those Russian delegates who have gone tob far in their contacts with

the Wests Since Dertinger was under the comtrol of the Soviet externsl security
organizetions, funotioning under the authority of Beria, his arrest may be
related to the Malenkov=Beria fight.

The Merker affair is the most importent of the pending investigations and
has & direct comnection with the Moscow purge. Paul Merker, a veteran of
the German Communist Party, was, prior to 1933, sympathetically disposed
towards the anti-Moscow wing, and for thismwason “was eliminated in 1931 for
some time from a part of his party functions. He was considered 'to be a
Remmele~Neumann man. Remmele was a Reichsteg depubty whe disapproved of
S+alin's Germen policy in 1932, went to Moscow as a Germen Communist
refuges, andwas exesubed there in 1937, together with his comrade, Heinz
Neumsnne In 1941, Merker esoeped from occupied France and went to Mexico
City whore he published a paper, Freies Deutschland, and organized a Humber
of Communist fromts there aud in other parts of Lebin fmerica. Among the
German Communist refugee groups in their various countries, the Merker group
was the most active during the war, and achieved a degree of automony, by the
distanase which sevarated it from Moscow., This group et that time hoped thot
e rather Indepeundent popular fromt could be established in Germany after
the war, with little interference from the Moscow authorities, and under the
protection of a four~power arvangemert. Morker certainly was ambitious to
combine his group with that of the anti-Nazi officers who had been prisoners
of wer in Russia, and to found a League of German Officers. By his activities,
Merker gained a sertain amount of. prestiges. Many German Communists in
exile hoped that Merker wWeild set up the new German Communist system and

not that of Walter Ulbrisht, whose return from Myscow was dreaded. However,
Merkerts inflience was only great enough to force his election to membership
in thePolitbllro of the SED afber his return o Berlin in 1947.

Paul Merker is not a Jew: as a Berlin trade-unionist he is not accused of
having thdulged: in Jewish activities. Reports that he is locked upon &s a
Zionist are not correct. Ho is accused of having favordd cooperation with
Zionist organizations during his stay in Mexico City, and especially with ..
JoPe Warburg, who was assistant director of the German department of the
United Sgates Information Service in Mexico for some time during Merker's
sojourn there., In Communist émigrd oircles it was lmown that the Warburg
family had indeed shown great interest in Germen Communist-front organizations
and had finsnsed warious groups shortly before end during the war. However,
not ouly Warburg but other Jewish financial circles also cooperated with
German Communist émigres during the war, and oceasionally supported their
aotivities. Moscow'!s statements concerning this cooperation are true, and

it is equally correct to say that the Moscow control authorities wers unable,

from 1933 on, to supervise all their own branch organizations, nor were they
prepared to do so at that time. Anti-Semitism as a motive of the present
purges should not be overestimated in & correct evaluation of the current
purges.

The anti-Jewish overtones of the Merker case serve mainly to depict Merker and
his group as working for the restoration of Jewlsh capitalism, with emphssis .on
capitalism. The reparation demands of expropristed Jewish industrialists have
unquestionably produced a wave of neo-anti-Semitism. Merker, linked to Noel H.
Field and the Slanskyf group in Prague, and acoused of having cooperated with
weslthy Jewish emigrants for the plundering of the German people, is therefore

4 represented to the Eagh and West Germans as a "Morgenthau man"., The Merker cese
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